




early stage, pre-revenue capital between 
$250,000 and $500,000 to help local 
entrepreneurs move their ideas from 
concept to prototype. Grassroots orga-
nizations like Net2NO—a networking 
group of software programmers and  
social media experts—are multiplying. 
And The Icehouse, Entrepreneur’s Row, 
Entergy Innovation Center and Launch 
Pad are trendy co-working spaces that 
house entrepreneurial ventures across 
industries to encourage collaboration and 
spark innovation.

Of the final component, it’s actually a 
lack of talent that concerns SIGGRAPH 
attendee Richard Harding, a principle 
engineer at Sony Computer Entertain-
ment America. “The city’s heritage and 
culture are very attractive,” he says. “But 
certainly a lot of businesses are located on 
the West Coast because there is already 
talent there.” 

Wisdom provides perspective about 
the existing digital media work force in 
New Orleans. Regarding staffing small- 
to medium-size companies, “There are 
people here for sure who have great expe-
rience,” he says. But in terms of staffing 
larger corporations who might want to 
relocate to New Orleans? “We don’t have 
the pipeline churning them out to support 
larger organizations,” he says.

The dearth of institutions feeding tal-
ent into the industry is a hot topic with 
GNO Inc.’s Digital Media Alliance, a group 
of representatives from digital media, 
financing and higher education who are 
working to grow New Orleans’ digital 
media industry. Members are actively 
designing the necessary curricula for 
Delgado Community College and Loyola 
University New Orleans to power that 
pipeline. “You should see classes required 
for these industries in place by this time 
next year,” Hecht says. 

“At the end of the day, what is driving 
this revolution and what is going to drive 
the future of New Orleans is people,” he 
continues. “So if people begin to appreci-
ate this renaissance and are attracted to it, 
more and more people are going to drive 
industry and create job opportunities for 
everybody.” 


